
Minutes of Oulton Parish Council Meeting – 4 June 2019

Cllr Jacklin, Chair, opened the meeting at 7:00pm

1
Attendance 

Present:
Parish Cllrs Colin Butler, Peter Collecott, John Grist, Len Jacklin, David Jefferson, Jane Murray, John Murray

County Cllrs James Reeder, Keith Robinson

Lynne Ward – Parish Clerk

2 parishioners

Apologies received:
Parish Cllrs Cara Graham, George King

District Cllrs Ed Back, Andree Gee
2
Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Collecott, Grist and Murray declared an interest as members of Oulton Community Council.

3
Open Forum

3.1
Neighbourhood Plan

3.1.1
Cllr Jacklin reported that he and Tony Wright will be meeting on 5 June to discuss the Neighbourhood Plan and that a meeting with Rachel Tucker, East Suffolk Council, is scheduled for 13 June.  It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee will consist of Cllrs Collecott, Grist, Jacklin, Jefferson and Jane Murray.

3.2
Parishioners
3.2.1
A parishioner asked if the leaves shed by trees on Oulton Street pavement could be cleared.  Cllr Robinson will take this forward

3.2.2
A parishioner commented that the minutes of the last meeting were not included in the Lowestoft Journal.  This was an administrative oversight and apologies were offered.  The Minutes would be forwarded to the Lowestoft Journal with the new bus timetable – to be provided to the Clerk by Cllr Robinson.

4
Minutes of Last Meeting

Council agreed that the minutes of the last meeting held on 7 May 2019 be adopted as a true record.
APPROVED

5
Clerk’s Report

5.1
The Clerk reported that she had contacted The Gardener about maintenance of the village sign garden.  The Gardener will tend the garden throughout the growing season and invoice Council periodically.

5.2
The Clerk confirmed that the Small Hall was booked provisionally on 15 May 2020 for the Annual Parish Meeting pending agreement on the 2020 meeting dates at the September 2019 meeting.

5.3
The Clerk reported that Cllrs King, Graham and John Murray are booked to attend the SALC Councillors’ Briefing.

5.4
The Clerk had registered all councillors on the new East Suffolk online Register of Interests.  However, some councillors had not received the required email to complete the registration.  The Clerk will progress this with East Suffolk Council

5.5
The Clerk requested that, for future meetings, councillors, where possible, accessed the agenda and minutes on mobile devices or brought their own hard copies.  The Clerk will continue to bring hard copies for parishioners.  


APPROVED
5.6
Following prior discussion with the Cllr Jacklin, the Clerk suggested a deadline for agenda items 2 weeks before the meeting date to allow time for approval by the Chair and for the agenda to be forwarded to the press.  Agenda items should be emailed to the Clerk and Chair by the deadline.

5.7
The Clerk reported that Robbie Robertson had offered to continue to provide badges for councillors if passport-style photos are provided to him.  Council agreed and offered thanks to Robbie.

5.8
The Clerk reported that councillors are invited to the Bonds Meadow AGM on 15th June at 10.30 in Oulton Community Centre

5.9
The next Northern Parishes meeting will take place on 12th September at 7.30pm in Somerleyton Village Hall

6
Matters Arising
Matter arising were dealt with under other agenda items

7
Clerk’s Finance Report

7.1
The Clerk reported that the audit paperwork had been sent off to the Auditors, PFK Littlejohn.

7.2
The Clerk circulated SALC’s response to a query from the last meeting on depreciation of Council’s assets.

7.3
The Clerk reported that, in order to acquire the relevant form for each new signatory, the councillors should email the Clerk with their full names as appear on their passports and drivers’ license.  The new signatories will be required to take the form and ID into the bank.

7.4
Council was asked to approve cheques, as follows:
	Item
	Date
	Payment Method
	Amount
	Power

	Clerk’s May Salary
	4.6.19
	Cheque No 100942
	£286.40
	S137

	Clerk’s May PAYE
	4.6.19
	Cheque No 100943
	£71.60
	S137

	Len Jacklin – Annual Parish Meeting catering
	4.6.19
	Cheque No 100944
	£50.00
	S137


APPROVED 

8
Standing Orders

8.1
It was proposed by Cllr Jacklin and seconded by Cllr Collecott that the following amended wording to the Standing Orders be adopted as Council practice, pending formal approval at the 2020 Annual Council Meeting:


The Council, members of the public and the press may record/film/photograph or broadcast this meeting when the public and the press are not lawfully excluded.  Any member of the public who attends a meeting and objects to being filmed should advise the Committee Clerk (in advance) who will instruct that they are not included in the filming.

APPROVED

9
Parish Phone Box – Defibrillator

9.1
Cllr Jane Murray reported that the parish phone box is in a poor state and needs attention.  In addition, Cllr Murray raised the suggestion of installing a defibrillator and suggested collaborating with Heart to Heart, an organisation that promotes the installation of defibrillators in public places and provides training free of charge.  This suggestion was well received but prompted queries regarding refurbishment, security and funding. Council agreed to discuss as an agenda item at the next meeting.  Cllrs Murray and Collecott agreed to liaise about how to take this forward.

10
Cambrian Crescent Play Equipment

10.1
Cllr Murray reported that, due to the persistence of Oulton Parish Council, equipment for Cambrian Crescent play area will be installed and a children’s activity area established.  It is thought that there will be no need for fencing as children will be supervised.  The funding will come from 106 money.  Waveney Norse confirm that the project will be completed within 3 months.

11
Council Email Addresses

11.1
Agenda items 11 and 13 were taken together.  Cllr John Murray reported that Claranet is recommended as a possible provider to address the issues of computer back-ups and council email addresses.  Cllr Murray will continue to investigate options for the next meeting.

11.2
Cllr Jefferson will invite IT specialist, Brendan Zagdan, to present to Council at the next meeting.

11.3
The Clerk reported the cost of an external hard drive for backing up:  1 tb £64.95, or 2 tb £84.95.

11.4
The Clerk advised Council that One Drive is already available on the Council computer and can be used for backing up

12
New Riverside Footpath

12.1
Cllr John Murray proposed that a walkover should be installed to traverse a concrete obstacle on a riverside walk in the parish.  Cllr Murray will investigate the feasibility of this proposal further and report back.

13
Office 365 and Council Email Addresses

Item 13 was taken with Item 11

14
Reports

14.1
Cllr Jacklin proposed that Reports should be moved to the top of the agenda for future meetings so that District and County Councillors may leave the meeting after reporting.

14.2
Cllr Reeder

14.2.1
Cllr Hicks, Leader of SCC, has increased the Cabinet by 1 member with the appointment of Cllr Nick Gowrley who will take up the new economic development and housing portfolio.

14.2.2
Ofsted has rated SCC Children’s Services as ‘outstanding’.

14.2.3
The value of social prescribing is recognised as Brandon Leisure Centre is the second site in Suffolk to be awarded the new county-wide Exercise Referral quality standard.

14.3
Cllr Robinson
14.3.1
Cllr Robinson reported that the grit bins procedure will be discussed at a meeting in July

14.3.2
More posts may be required for Somerleyton Road because of increased traffic.  Cllr Collecott raised the weight limit which remains outstanding.  Cllr Robinson will pursue this.

14.3.3
Council approved the purchase of a bracket for the new SID signs post at a cost of £50.


APPROVED
14.3.4
Cllr Robinson reported there would be a public consultation on speed reductions to 40 mph in areas of the parish where the roads are narrow and windy.

14.3.5
Cllr Robinson advised that retraining for ESC councillors will take place

15
Planning Applications

15.1
DC/19/1702/FUL – no objections

15.2
DC/19/1087/ARM – no objections but parking concerns will be reported

15.3
DC/19/1945/FUL – no objections

The meeting closed at 9.43pm
51

