

Minutes of Oulton Parish Council Meeting – 12 February 2019

Cllr Hunter, Chair, opened the meeting at 7:02pm and announced the sad death of the former Waveney District Council Chief Executive, Malcolm Berridge.  Council observed a minute’s silence in memory of Malcolm Berridge.

1
Attendance 

Present:
Parish Cllrs Colin Butler, Peter Collecott, Brian Hunter – Chair, John Grist, Len Jacklin, David Jefferson, William Robertson

County Cllrs James Reeder

Lynne Ward – Parish Clerk

1 parishioner
Apologies received:
Parish Cllrs George King, Jane Murray, Charles Swan

District Cllrs Jane Murray

County Cllrs Keith Robinson
Absent
District Cllrs Ed Back, Malcolm Cherry

2
Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Collecott, Grist and Hunter declared an interest as a members of Oulton Community Council.

3
Open Forum

3.1
Neighbourhood Plan

3.1.1
Cllr Hunter met with Tony Wright and agreed that a small team should form comprising parish councillors and the Clerk to take forward the Neighbourhood Plan.

3.2
Parishioners
3.2.1
It was agreed that Agenda Item 9 should be taken next.  Cllr Reeder reported that he and Cllr Robinson were keen to help take forward the matter of bus services in the parish but that it would be necessary to demonstrate sufficient public demand to ensure that any extension to existing services was commercially viable.  It was agreed that Cllr Butler will raise this at the next meeting of the East Suffolk Travellers’ Association.

3.2.2
Concern was raised about the current level of use of the field by the local community.  Council agreed that the children’s play area was well used and that, whilst used less, the adult equipment was a valuable resource.  Cllr King is investigating with Oulton Community Council the feasibility of fitting nets behind the goalposts.

4
Minutes of Last Meeting

It was proposed that the minutes of the last meeting held on 15 January 2019 be adopted as a true record.
APPROVED

5
Clerk’s Report

5.1
The Clerk reported an oversight at the last meeting which meant that the report prepared by Cllr Murray was not presented in her absence.  Some outstanding points from the previous report will be included in Cllr Murray’s current report to Council.

5.2
The Clerk reported that she was unable to attend the recent SALC Election Training for Clerks.

5.3
A parishioner reported that a grit bin in Camps Heath, which has always been refilled with grit in previous years, has not been replenished this winter.  The Clerk investigated this and the position is that SCC Highways report that their records show only grit heaps in Oulton, rather than grit bins.  The policy has changed and grit heaps are no longer replenished due to environmental concerns.  Despite the fact that the grit bins have been replenished in previous years, Oulton Parish must now complete the Grit Bin Application process for their existing grit bins to be recorded and refilled.  In addition, the OPC Asset Register will be updated to include the grit bin located at Holly Hill, Camps Heath.

5.4
In addition, it was reported that some salt appeared to have gone missing from one of the Camps Heath bins.  Cllr Jacklin agreed to look into this in order to assess whether there was a need for further bins in the parish.

5.5
The Clerk reported that the period for objections for the Footpath Notice recently received was extended due to an omission in the local press.

5.6
The Clerk reported that a photograph from the recent Oulton litter pick was forwarded to Waveney Norse and that another litter pick during the period 1st March to 31st May will result in a further £20 to the Parish Council and entry into a draw for £200.

5.7
The Clerk reported that WDC had invited OPC to propose names for a new terrace and a new road in Phase 3 of the Oldman development.  The following names were agreed:


Dungate Terrace – in memory of Eve Dungate, previous Clerk to Oulton Parish Council


Bedingfield Road – in memory of William Bedingfield, Rector of St Michael’s Church, Oulton (1453)


APPROVED
6
Matters Arising
6.1
Council considered the continued use of private email addresses for parish council business and the costs of setting up new addresses specific to the council.  The Clerk will ask SALC for further advice.  (Minute 12.1)

6.2
A meeting is arranged with Laura Hack for 26th February at 9.45 for 10.00 in the Oulton Community Centre for an update on the country park. (Minute 9.3.1)

.
7
Clerk’s Finance Report

7.1
Council was asked to approve cheques, as follows:
	Item
	Date
	Payment Method
	Amount
	Power

	Clerk’s January salary
	14.2.19
	Cheque No 100929
	£286.40
	S137

	Clerk’s January PAYE
	14.2.19
	Cheque No 100930
	£71.60
	S137


APPROVED

8
Parish Council Elections – May 2019

8.1
The Clerk reported that Electoral Services has confirmed that the administration costs of uncontested council elections in May 2019 will be £11.00 per seat.

9
Bus Services


This item was taken earlier in the Agenda – see Item 3 Open Forum.
10
Reports

10.1
Cllr Reeder

10.1.1
Cllr Reeder reported that the shortfall in CAB funding, following SCC’s withdrawal of funds, will be made up by the CCGs.  Cllr Reeder cited this as a good example of collaborative working, as was the location of social workers at JPH to work collaboratively with hospital discharge services.  SCCs funding withdrawal will take place over 2 years and it is unclear how CAB funding will continue.  

10.1.2
SCC is in receipt of £9.6m from central government for roads to be spent by the end of March.  SCC is hiring in vehicles to repair potholes.

10.1.3
The current Sizewell C Consultation has drawn significant public interest and opposition

10.1.4
The Ipswich bridges project has been halted following the decision that the required £43m cannot be allocated.  However, SCC is looking at the feasibility of 2 smaller bridges which are part of the proposal.

10.1.5
10,000 Suffolk homes are members of the ‘No to Cold Caller’ zones

10.2
Cllr Murray
The Clerk presented Cllr Murray’s report in her absence

10.2.1
Cllr Murray is liaising with Laura Hack and Persimmon on Woods Meadow signage and a meeting has been arranged which will be attended by Cllrs Grist, Hunter and Murray.

10.2.2
Cllr Murray attended a planning meeting and spoke on behalf of Oulton Parish Council and parishioners about the slow progress of the country park and investigative site work.  Persimmon assured Cllr Murray that lessons have been learned and the transfer of the country park is progressing.

10.2.3
Cllr Murray has emphasised with Laura Hack that bridleways must be set up in the country park.  A country park warden will commence work on 1st April 2019 and will work with the parish council and Limes Academy.  The country park will be a community asset, with stakeholders part of the decision-making.

10.2.4
Cllr Murray reported that Gt Yarmouth and Waveney CCG considers the Woods Meadow land sufficiently large to accommodate a surgery with some expansion space.  Timescales are uncertain at this stage.

10.2.5
Cllr Murray provided a report on the plans for Cambrian Crescent Play Area.  Cllr Jacklin warned against wooden play equipment as installed in other parishes, because of the high level of maintenance and the risk of rot.  Cllr Hunter suggested that play areas should be on the agenda for the meeting with Laura Hack on 26th February.

10.2.6
Cllr Murray’s other casework includes:


The treatment of knotweed


Potholes in St Michael’s Close


Parking obstructions outside school


Assistance with a planning application objection


Trees surrounding Fallowfields


Land encroachment within Bonds Meadow


Clearance of pathway behind Stirling Close


Caravan dumped on Church Lane

11
Planning

11.1
DC/19/0025/FUL – Cllrs Grist and Hunter visited the location and agreed there were no objections to the application but noted the presence of a telegraph pole very near to the proposed extension.

11.2
DC/19/0271/FUL – Council noted the absence of a window for escape in bedroom 1

11.3
DC/19/0280/FUL – no objections

12
Other Business

12.1
The Oulton Community Council AGM will take place on Friday 22 February at 7.30pm in the Lounge at Oulton Community Centre.

12.2
The Lowestoft Journal has no District News Correspondent at present but news can be sent to Mark Boggis.

12.3
Oulton Parish Council has been offered some space in St Michael’s Church’s Pew News.  General news can be sent to the Editor, Robin Keighley.

12.4
OPC is invited to the 30th anniversary of the Broads Authority on 29th March at the Forum in Norwich

The meeting closed at 9.20pm
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